
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR/NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EDITOR
TO SPEAK AT H.O.P.E. EVENT

Marc Silver Addresses Cancer from Husband’s Perspective at May 10 event

What does a husband do when his wife is diagnosed with cancer? How can he help his wife, his 
children, himself? How does day-to-day life change and what about their dreams about 
tomorrow? Though thousands of women are diagnosed with cancer each year, few guides 
share from the male perspective.

Marc Silver, author of Breast Cancer Husband: How to Help Your Wife (And Yourself) Through 
Diagnosis, Treatment, and Beyond, and an editor at National Geographic Magazine, will be this 
year’s special keynote speaker at the Voices For Hope banquet, to be held on Thursday, May 
10, at Heritage Hills Resort in York.

The event is a fundraiser for H.O.P.E., which stands for Help for Oncology Problems & 
Emotional Support. The local nonprofit, which is based in New Freedom, helps cancer patients 
and their families. This event marks the seventh annual Voices for Hope event, to begin at 5:30 
p.m. Tickets are $50 and are available by calling 717-993-3778.

The night also features a group not immediately associated with cancer support.  The Twin 
Rose Lady Riders will be honored for their work in local cancer outreach and advocacy.  The 
disease has affected  two of its members:  founder Joyce Lloyd lost her life to melanoma in 
2011, and another charter member is a breast cancer survivor. They’ve hosted many Rides for a 
Cure. Silver’s book, meanwhile, was named one of the top 10 consumer health books of 2004 
by Library Journal. He also was inspired by an unfortunate but all too common experience.

Marc’s wife, Marsha, was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2001. He immediately went looking 
for a book to help him cope and when he couldn’t find one, he wrote it himself, using the skills 
he’d gained as a journalist. Both cancer experts and husbands have praised the book as an 
important contribution to the literature of breast cancer. Marc has been interviewed about his 
book on the Weekend Today Show, NPR’s Morning Edition, CNN, and the Diane Rehm Show.
 Since the book’s publication in 2004, Marc has been in demand as a speaker at breast cancer 
events, cancer hospitals, and other public forums. He visited Chile for two days of lectures at a 
leading cancer hospital in Santiago. In 2007, Marc was named a Yoplait Champion for his 
“extraordinary efforts in the fight against breast cancer.” 
 Marc, who has also written for U.S. News & World Report, the Washington Post, and Cure 
Magazine, is currently working on a new book for teenagers coping with a parent’s cancer, to be 
published in 2013 by Sourcebooks. The title: “I’m A Teen, My Parent Has Cancer, and It Really 
Sucks.” He is co-authoring the book with his daughter Maya, 26.
 Marc’s wife, Marsha Dale, is today in good health. Marc and Marsha have two daughters, 
Maya, and Daniela, 23. They live in Chevy Chase, Maryland. Marc is a big believer in the breast 
cancer husband’s motto: “Shut up and listen.”   
“It’s a privilege to speak to a group that has done so much good for cancer patients and their 
caregivers. Whenever I speak, I hear great stories from the audience, and I look forward to 
hearing more—like the breast cancer survivor who recently told me how her husband found her 
bald head very attractive. Turns out he was a big Star Trek fan!” 



“This year’s Voices for Hope event promises to be an outstanding evening,” says H.O.P.E.’s 
Executive Director Barb Titanish. “We have put together a wonderful silent auction with 
something for everyone.  Knowing the Twin Lady Riders for the past eight years and having 
read Marc’s book I know the audience is in for a very entertaining evening.” 

H.O.P.E. was founded in 1994 to help cancer patients and their families and runs almost 
exclusively  through volunteer efforts and community  contributions. The non-profit helps 
hundreds each year with meals, transportation assistance and a varied assortment of requests 
for help with day-to-day life. The organization provides:

• educational resources, counseling services and a variety of support groups

• recreational activities for children diagnosed with or impacted by cancer

• a network of social support and tender loving care

• transportation to and from doctor’s appointments

• wigs, hats, scarves and turbans to women undergoing chemotherapy 

• home-cooked meals, gas cards and local discounts

To learn more about H.O.P.E. visit www.hopeforcancerfamilies.org. For more information or to 
purchase tickets to the Voices for Hope event, contact 717-993-3778. The event includes a sit-
down dinner, a silent auction, a keynote speaker and presentation of H.O.P.E.’s 2012 Seeds of 
Hope Award. 

# # #

Who's the guest speaker at our annual Voices For Hope awards dinner 
on May 10? None other than Marc Silver, an editor at National 

Geographic and award-winning author of Breast Cancer Husband: 
How to Help Your Wife (And Yourself) Through Diagnosis, Treatment 

and Beyond. Next up? A book that will be co-written with his daughter, 
looking through the eyes of a teen. Stay tuned for more and come on 

out!
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